
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, D C. 20554 

MAY 1 0 2004 

OFFICE OF 
MANAGING DlRECTOR 

FILE g 

Ann Nicole Whitaker 
Paralegal 
NobelTel, LLC 
5759 Fleet St., Suite 210 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 

Dear Ms. Whitaker: 

Re: FY 2003 Regulatory Fees 
Fee Control No. 00000RROG-04-040Bill 
Bill NO. 04RE003451 

This is in response to your letter dated March 3,2004 filed on behalf of NobelTel, LLC 
(NobelTel) requesting a waiver of a late payment penalty associated with the fiscal year 
(FY) 2003 regulatory fee. Our records reflect that your $7,409.06 regulatory fee was 
processed by the Commission on April 20,2004, but that we have not yet received your 
late payment penalty of $1,852.27. 

You state in your request that you mailed a check by Airborne Express that was received 
by the FCC on December 22,2003. As proof, you have enclosed tracking information 
from Airborne Express and the check stub from the initial check. You state that that your 
Finance Department cancelled %at check on March 3,2004 because it had not been 
cashed by your bank. You subsequently mailed a new check for the $7,409.06. You 
indicate that by telephone you requested that FCC personnel forward your check for the 
fee to the appropriate persoddepartment. 

The Commission’s rules are clear that licensees are required to pay to the Commission an 
annual regulatory fee in a timely m w r .  It is the obligation of the licensees responsible 
for regulatory fee payments to ensure the Commission receives the fee payment no later 
than the final date on which regulatory fees are due for the year. See 47 C.F.R. 51.1157; 
see also Assessment and Collection of Regulatory Fees for Fiscal Year 2003, Report and 
Order, 18 FCC Rcd 15,985 (2003) (2003 Report and Order); 47 U.S.C. $159. The 
Commission issued public notices announcing the date on which the FY 2003 regulatory 
fees were due. See Public Notice, Regulatory Fees Due September 24, 2003, DA 03- 
2557 (July 30. 2003); Public Notice, Federal Communications Commission Extends the 
Filing Deadline Date of FY 2003 Regulatory Fee, DA 03-2907 (Sept. 22,2003) 
(extending deadline to September 25,2003). In addition, the Commission’s rules are 
clear that the regulatory fee payments must be directed to the addresses set forth in the 
rules. 47 C.F.R. 5 1 . 1 1  59. Those rules set out addresses for post office boxes at the 
Mellon Bank in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. See 47 C.F.R. $9 1 .1  152-1.1 156. 
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Ann Nicole Whitaker, Paralegal 2. 

As a Commission licensee, NobelTel is charged with the responsibility to familiarize 
itself with the Commission’s rules and requirements. Therefore, NobelTel’s lack of 
familiarity with the Commission’s rules and policies governing the payment deadlines 
and the mailing address of regulatory fee payments does not mitigate or excuse 
NobelTel’s failure to pay its FY 2003 regulatory fee in a timely manner. The 
Commission has repeatedly held that “[l]icensees are expected to know and comply with 
the Commission’s rules and regulations and will not be excused for violations thereof, 
absent clear mitigating circumstances.” Sitka Broadcasting Co., Inc., 70 FCC 2d 2375, 
2378 (1979), cztingLowndes County Broadcasting Co., 23 FCC 2d 91 (1970) and 
Emporium Broadcasting Co., 23 FCC 2d 868 (1970). 

The Communications Act of 1934, as amended, requires the Commission to assess a late 
payment penalty of 25 percent on any regulatory fee not paid in a timely manner. 47 
U.S.C. 5159. Your Airborne Express tracking information indicates that your first check 
was sent on December 22,2003 to our headquarters at 445 12’h Street, NW, Washington, 
DC rather than to the Mellon Bank in Pittsburgh as specified in the rules. Furthermore, 
your letter indicates that the check deposited in the Mellon Bank on April 20,2004 was 
also mailed to our headquarters and forwarded by Commission staff to the Mellon Bank. 
Thus, we find that NobelTel did not meet its obligation to file its regulatory fee to be 
timely received by the Commission at its designated payment address by September 25, 
2003, the final date of the regulatory filing window for FY 2003. We therefore deny your 
request for waiver of the penalty for late payment of the fiscal year 2003 regulatory fee. 

A late payment penalty in the amount of $1,852.27 for FY 2003 is now due. The fee 
must be filed, together with a copy of Bill No. 04RE00345 1, Within 30 days from the date 
of this letter. If you have any questions concerning this matter please contact the 
Revenue and Receivables Operation Group at (202) 418-1995. 

Sincerely, -~ .. 
-.,, ._ 

~\ .-.&-. .&xwy- 
*Mark A. Reger 

Chief Financial Officer 

EncIosure: 
Copy of Bill No. 04RE003451 



I 1 _. n> Carlsbad. CAS2008 USA 

I MAR - 4 @Q+,kp -fi p ‘IJ Toll Free; 800-98-NOBEL 
International: 1-760405-01 05 

March 3,2004 

Dear Ms. Claudette Pride, 

Enclosed, please find the re-issued check in the amount of $7409.06 for NobelTel’s 
Regulatory Fee. An additional bill was sent late last week indicating payment had not 
been made and that NobelTel was assessed a 25% penalty. Our new bill which was sent 
to collections was for $9261.33. 

The penalty must be waived as we have proof by Airborne Express that the check was 
previously sent and received by FCC on December 22,2003 at 10:58 am by M. Boykins. 
Enclosed, please find the Airborne tracking information as well as the check stub for the 
initial check previously sent. It has been cancelled by our Finance Department as of 
today March 3,2004 as it has not been cashed as indicated by our bank. Thus we have 
enclosed a new check for $7409.06 minus the 25% late penalty fee. Should you have any 
questions, please contact Peter Sinclair, Esq. at 760-405-0105, extension 6420 or myself 
at 760-405-0105, extension 6460. My email address is awhitaker@,nobeldobe.com. I 
have been speaking to Diane Douglas regarding this matter and she is to send the check 
to for the fee to the appropriate personldepartment. Thank you very much. 

1 

Best regards, 

Ann Nicole Whitaker 
Paralegal 

mailto:awhitaker@,nobeldobe.com
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UNITED STATES 
Federal Communications Commission 
Portals Consumer Center 
445 12th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC, 20554 

A. Delcheva 
760-405-0105 

22 December 2003 
Next Day 3:OO 
Letter 
o x o x o  

Not Required 

$ 0  

Sender I 202126978 

No 
No 

$0.00 

No 
No 
No 

Estimated Freight Charges $ 13.28 
Estimated Other Charges $ 0.60 

Estimated Total Charges $ 13.88 

https l/webship.dhl-usa.com/ShipmentManager/viewshipment.asp?hdnShipment~~9783S ... 3/3/2004 
-. - ____ ~- 



MO12-A 
4/21/2004 

14:59:23 

W I S  ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE - (C) OSG. 1°C. 
RECEIPTS DETAIL REPORT 

SORTED BY TRANSACTION DATE, CO NO., FEE CONTROL NO. 

FRN PAYER W E  

PAGE 1 
4/21/2004 

14:59:23 

TRANSACTION 
RECEIPT M U N 1  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ._...........____...___________________ _............. 

0008760928 NobelTel  , LLC 17,409.06 

A p p l i e d  Pen: 
1 c a l l  sign: FCC Code 1: FCC Code 2: T i n  Number: 

QN : 0 A p p l i e d  Am:  5556.79 

560932 

s i l l i n g  NO. 04RE003451 Seqi 

A p p l i c a n t  Name: 
Address:  

PTC: 0372 

T o t a l  A p p l i e d :  . 15,556.79 T o t a l  R e c e i p t :  17.409.06 ’ 



03-11-04 12:25pm From-Finanso Fax B ' T-731 P'001/008 f-035 

NobelTel. LLC 
5759 Fleet St. 

Suite 210 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 

loll Free: 800.98-NOBEL 
Fax: 760-930-2592 

International: 1-760405-01 05 
bwu.nobelgiobe.com 

Fax Information 

To: TOMPUTNM Fmm: NlKKl WHITAKER 

Fax: 202-418-2843 Pages: 9 

phon: Date: Ma;ch11.2004 

Re: NOBELTEL,UC cc: 
LATE FEE WANER REGARDING REGULATORY FEE 

U U ~ m  UForRevicw OPlearocMment OPloasaReply OPl-RBcytle 

Comments: 

Dear Mr. Putnam. 

Attached. please find the form 159W and the bill along w/ letters and ether documentatton regadding our 
Regulamry Fee Payment Notice that on the initial form whoh was sent in August, the form ws stampod by 
the FCC and returned to us. In addiin. please note that then is no rddreas provided on the form to where 
we can send tho fee for payment. We then mailed in the dreck (copy w e d ) .  I left a message for Diane 
Douglas asking her to contact me regarding the status of the new check that was recentlv re-issued and 
sent for paymentfor W e  regubtwy fee. Thsnk you. 

Best regards. 

Nikki Whitaker 

http://bwu.nobelgiobe.com




' T-731 b 003/008 F-035 pa-,,--p4 ,i;mpm, rrpnr~inans8 Faa 760 830 Z ~ O Z  

BILL FOR COLLE 

rayable Lo, 

Feacral ~ o m n u n ~ c a r i o n ~  cmmss1on 

Feoeral Communlcormns Comrntirion 
il SDgl of a. hlll to: 

5759 FleLr screer 

Carlaoaa. CA 92008 P . O  BOX 358340 

REVENUE 6 RECEIVABLE OPER. 

PITTSBUPGH. PA 15251-8340 

CII FID3 Non-Paymcnr. 0399 L a t e  Fms 4 1.852 27 - 
CALL SIGN 

PAYER ADDRESS. 

a372 0 17, 409 06 

Total Due 59. 26j .33 ' I 
Piymcni riernoa: Cnect 01nr racn)  \ 

?.a,< c 

0 MarrcrCarO IJ Amerscan ExereSS I 0 VISA 

ACCPunL NO. 



Lekt 

Wib 

Federal Communications Commission W) 
Washmgton, D.C. 20554 

February 19,2004 2-27. oq 
NobclTel, LLC 
5 759 Fleet St 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 

Re: 8.23026 
Document No. 04RE001924 

You recently received a letter h o r n  the Federal Communications Commission dared F e w  9, 
2004 with an enclosed bill referencing an unpaid regulatory fee for Fiscal Year 2003, W e  
indicared in rhar letter ?ha1 we had no record of you payment for the above FCC call sign. We 
have recently discovered that the amount of S1,446.65 calculated for that bill was incorrect due 
to a sysrem error. The attached bill is being reissued wirh the correctly calculated amgunt for 
nonpayment 

The erroneous bill has been canceled. 

W e  apologize for any inconvenience this has caused, and appreciate any effort you have made in 
responding io this request. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Revenue Bt Receivables Operations Group ar (202) 
41 8-1995. 

laudette E. Pride, Chief 
Revenue & Receivables Operatiom Group F 



160 330 2532 ' T-731 b 0 0 5 m  F-035 

NobelTel, LLC 
5759 Fleet St Suite 210 

Carkbad. CA 92008 USA 
Toll Free: 800-98-NOBU 

International: 1-760-405-0105 
www.nobelglobe.com 

March 3,2004 

Dear Ms. Claudette Pride, 

Enclosed, please find the re-issued check in the amount of $7409.06 for NobelTel's 
Regulatory Fee. An additional bill was sent late last wesk indicating payment had not 
been made and that NobelTel was assessed a 25% penalty. Our new bill which was sent 
to collections was for $9261.33. 

The penalty must be waived as we have proof by Airborne Express that the check was 
previously sent and received by FCC on December 22,2003 at 1058 am by M. Boykins. 
Enclosed, please find the Ahborne trackhg information as well as the check stub for the 
initial check previously sent. It has bcen cancelled by our Finance Department as of 
today March 3,2004 as it has not been cashed as indicated by OUT bank. Thus we have 
enclosed a new check for $7409.06 minus the 25% late penalty fee. Should you have any 
questions, please contact Peter Sinclair, Esq. at 760-405-0105, extension 6420 or myself 
at 760-405-0105, extension 6460. My email address is a w h i t a k s r ~ ~ o b e l r b e . ~ ~ .  I 
have been speaking to Diane Douglas rcgarding this matter and she is to send the check 
to for the fee to the appropriate persoddepartment. Thank you very much. 

Best regards, I 

Arm Nicole Whitaka 
Paralegal 

http://www.nobelglobe.com
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UNITED STATES 

Federal Communications Commission 
Portals Consumer Center 

Washington, M, 20554 

A. Dekheva 
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22 December ZOO3 
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Message Page 1 of 1 

Tom Putnam 

From: Tom Putnam 
Sent: 
To: 'Ann N. Whitaker' 

Subject: RE: NOBELTEL, LLC REGULATORY FEE-FORM 159W 

.. . . 1. 1_. . 1_._. 

Thursday, March 11,2004 4.23 PM 

.... l.l... ~.~~ .... - .  111.1.... . ... ,.. . .. -1.11.1--1..1-.,1. . . ~,~ .... 11_1.. 1.. 

Yes 8 pages received .. I wlll be reviewing this mformatlon with the attorney assigned to your case. 

Tom Putnam 
Accountant 
Revenue & Receivables Operations Group 
Phone 202-418-2992 
Fax 202-418-2843 
*** Non-Public: For Internal Use Only *** 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Ann N. Whitaker [mailto:awhitaker@nobelglobe.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2004 3:41 PM 
To: Tom Putnam 
Cc: Peter Sinclair 
Subject: NOBELTEL, LLC REGULATORY FEE--FORM 159W 
Importance: High 

Dear Mr Putnam, 

I am currently faxing the requesting documentation to you. Please confirm receipt. 

Best regards, 

Nikki Whitaker I 

Legal Department 
Nobel, LLC 
5759 Neet Streef, Sfe 210 
Carlsbad. CA 92008 
Tel: (760j 405-0105 exf 6460 
F M .  (760) 930-2592 

llis e-mail and attachments, i f  any, may contwn confdentral and/or propnetary informdon Please bz adwsed fhat the unauthonzeu use or drsclosure 
of the informdon is stndy prohibited The information herern is intended only for use by the infended recipient(s) named above If you have recwved 
this transmission in emr ,  please notify the senderrmmediately and permanently delete the e-mail and any copies, pnntouts or aftachments thereof 

mailto:awhitaker@nobelglobe.com


Tom Putnam 

From: Tom Putnam 

Sent: 
To: 'Ann N. Whitaker' 

Subject: Nobeltel Fee waiver 

. . . ..,. .., . . . ~ .. 
~ .~..... ... ... 

Thursday, March 11, 2004 4:21 PM 

.,.. ._.... . 

Page 1 of 1 

..,.,. l.l ..,.... .. , ... .,... 

Ms Whitaker, 

The fax concerning the regulatory fee program is on its way to you. Please review this m a t e d  carefully. The 
current year program has not been approved by the Commission at this point but should be available on our 
web site in about a month. 

I spoke with Diane Douglas and she assured me that your check had been forwarded to our lockbox bank 
Mellon in Pittsburgh, PA 

Do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance. 

Regards, 
Tom Putnam 
Accountant 
Revenue & Receivables Operaoons Group 
Phone 202-418-2992 
Fax 202-418-2843 
*** Non-Public: For Internal Use Only *** 

3/12/2004 



Call if there are any questions or all pages not received 

Tom Pumam 
Accountant 
Revenue & Receivables Operations Group 
Phone 202-418-2992 

E-mail = Tputnam@FCC.GOV 
F ~ x  202-41 8-2843 

mailto:Tputnam@FCC.GOV
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FCC Fees 
........... ........... FCC > > Regulatory 

Search: 
; :a&,; 

-I,x ..... x,xIx"","xI,x ...... ....... 
Helrr I Advanced 

Fees Home 

AUUhCahOn Processma Fees 

Regulatory Fees 

Form IS9 

Electromc Transfer 

Wue Transfer 

AM & FM Fee Search 

Customer hha ted  Pavments 
Overview & Set-uu Form 

Comrmssion 
Remstration Svstem 

What You Owe 

Interstate 
Telecommumcabons Service 
Providers 

Cable Television Svstems 

Media Services Licensees 

Commercial Wueless 
Services 

Intemabonal and Satellite 
Services Licensees 

Other Fact Sheets 

Use of the FCC Reastrabon 
Number is Mandatory 

Exemutions 

Pavment Methods 

Regulatory Fees 
Who Owes Fees I What is Mv Fee I How Do I PavlPav Now I Releases I FAQ 

In 1993 Conmess began r equmg the FCC to annually recover the regulatory costs aswiated 
with the Coinnussion's enforcement, policy and rulemakmg, user information, and internabonal 
activities 

Ten years later regulatory fees are paid by over 2,200 compatues These aompenies provlde 
services m over forty categones -- such as television, radio, cable, wueless telephone, mterstate 
telephone, satellite, pagmg/mssagmg, and mcrowave For example, long drstance providers 
pay a fee on the $63 billion m revenue they collect each year, cable television prov~ders pay a 
fee foi each of theii more than 67 mdlion subscnhers, and cellular phone providers pay a fee 
for each of the 140 million telephone numbers assigned to them. Begumng this year, these 
regulatoiy fees will cover approxmately 99% of the agency's total costs , 

Who Must Pay Regulatory Fees? 

If your orgamzation has a license, pernnt, call sign, or certrfication from the FCC, you most 
likely have to pay a regulatory fee Tlns chart shows the categones of orgaolzatrons who have to 
pay fees by September 25,2003 

Regulatoiy fees are not assessed on state and local governments, amateur radio operator 
licensees (other than amateur vmty  call signs), and non-profit orgmmtions 

Tlns yea organizations who owe fees will either get a postcard m the mail telling them what 
they owe or they will be miuled a Public Nohce [ Word I Amba t  ] that descnbes the 
procedures they should undertake to calculate the amount they owe In the future we hope to 
make the process as easy as possible by sendmg all orgarmations a smpk postcard wlth the 
amount owed 

Figuring Out What Your Organization Owes? 

Cable Television Svstems 

* Conunercial Wueless 

- International and Satellite Services 

Interstate Telecommunication Service Providers 

Media Services 

Assessment & Collection of Regulatory Fees - Addihonal Guidance and Clanfication 
Public Notice Word I Acrobat 

- Listing of AM/FM Radio Stations M~scoded on Post Cards 

- FY2003 AM and FM Radio Station Regulatory Fees Acrobat I Excel ~postcd 8/25/03 

311 1/2004 3 59 PM 



- FY 2003 Television Stations (Pnmanes) - posted 8/21/03 

FY 2003 Satellite TV - posted 8/21/03 

* E Y 2003 (:labs A and LPTV -posted 8/21/03 

previous veai-s 

How to Make Payment 

All payinents start with a FCC Remtration Number C3-W andForm159orIS9W M e r  
completing this form you can make payment by check, credit card, electromc transfer, or 
transfer Checks must be mailed, along with Form 159 to 

Federal Coiumunications C o m s s i o n  
Regulatory Fees 
P 0 Box 358835 
Pittsburgh, PA 1525 1-5835 

If you prefer to send your payment by cower to a lockbox address your envelope and have it 
delivered to 

Federal Commmcations C o m s s i o n  
Regulatory Fees 
c/o Mellon Client Service Center 
500 Ross Street, Room 670 
Pittsbmgh, PA 15262-0001 
Attn FCC Module Supervisor 

Paynienb thnt at' imdueeted to the FCC m Washmgton, DC wll be forwarded to Mellon 
Bank m httsburgh, PA, however, this could result m a late filmg that would therefore be 
subject to the 25% late payment fee 

The quickest and easiest way to pay is usmg a credit card through the &..E.&q service 

REGULATORY FEES ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 25,2003 

Releases 

I 9/22/03 
FCC Extmds The Filmg Deadlme Date of FY 2003 Regulatory Fee 
Public Notice Wold I Acrobat 

9/17/03 
FY 2003 Assessment and Collection of Regulatory Fees Additional Guidance and Clarifcahon 
Public Nohce Word I Acrobat 

- Listing of AM/FM Radio Stations Mmoded on Post Cards 

8/5/03 
FCC Fee Filei System Now Available Year-Round 
Public Notice Woi-d I Acrobat 

8/5/03 
New Kemittauce Advice Form 159 is Now Available 
Public Notice Word I Acrobat 

2of4  3/11/2004 3 59 PM 



Federal Communrcanons Commission Regulatory Fee& hnp.//wmu fcc gov/fees/regfces html 

7130103 
FY 2003 Regulatory FKS Due September 24,2003 
Report & Order Word I Acrobat 
Public Notice Word I Acrobat 

4/9/03 
Assessment and Collection of Regulatory Fees for Fiscal Year I998 
M0&0 FCC 03-73 Word I Acrobat 

4/9/03 
Assessment and Collection of Regulatory Fees for Fiscal Year 2001 
MO&O FCC 03-74 Word I Acrobat 

3/26/03 
FCC 1'1 11pose> Revisions for Assessment and Collechon of Regulatory Fees for Fiscal Year 
2003 
NPRM FCC 03-64 Word I Acrobat 

previoub vearh 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: What are regulatory fees? 

A: 47 U S C 9 I59 establishes four broad categones of Comrmssion actmties as 
regulatory These are all "enforcement actinbes, pohcy and demaking aCtivitles, user 
infomiation services, and mternational actinties The statute. then requires the FCC to 
"asses and collect" fees to recover the costs of these actinties Thus, the fees that cover the 
costs of these four types of activibes are called regulatory fees 

Regulatory fees are distmct 6om apphcabm fees, whch are authorized rn 47 U.S C 5 158 
Application fees cover the FCC's costs related to licensmg communication s ~ v m  
providers T h s  includes actinties such as issuing permits, testkg applicants, Cdfymg 
licenses, authonzlng transfers, assigmg or transfemng call SI@, and adpdicahug 
disageements 

Q: Wh) docs my company have to pay these fees? 

A: Each yea,  as part of the passage of the federal budget, Congress estsbhshes an amount 
that the FCC must collect III regulatory fees Thls year that amount is $269 million - 99% of 
tlle Commission's annual budget Based upon 47 U S.C 5 159, the FCC 1s obhg8k-d to 
collect tlus amount 60m every orgamzation that beneiits m any way from the FCC's 
enfoinement, policy and rulemakmg, user mformaaon, and mkmational achnties 

The I egulatory fee section of the law does not specfically exempt any group 6om paymg 
tlns fee, although, it does allow the Commission to wave, reduce, or defer payment of a fee 
"foi good cause shown, where such action would promote the public interest " The FCC has 
iiiterpieted this to mean that regulatory fees will not be applied to state and local 
govemncnts, amateur radio operator licensees (other than amateur vmty call signs), and 
non-piofit organizations The FCC also allows compmes in precmous financial situahons 
ai- bsihuptcy to petition for a case-by-case decision on a waver or reductmn ofthe 
regulatov fee 

Q: When are the fees due? 

311 1/2004 3 59 PM 



Fedem1 ComuniEatlons Commission Regulatoq' Fees http Nwww fcc govifeedrcgfecs html 

A: Fees aie due by September 25,2003 

Q: What if my company can't pay by the due date? 

A: While 47 U S C 5 I59 does not specifically exempt any orgmation t o m  paymg 
i-egulutoiy fees it does requue penalties for late payment The statute specfically says, "Such 
penalty shall be 25 percent of the amount of the fee wlnch was not paid m a tunely manner " 

Q: I want to talk to a human being, who do I call? 

A: Those with questions related to the FCC's Fee Filer program should call the toll-fiee 
Help Line at 1-877-480-3201 

last rewewedhpdated on 9/23/03 
.. . , , . . .....__I_. I.I ..._̂.lll. _.___________.I .... ~ II ..,I,_ ~ _.., 

FCCHome I Search I 1 E-Fllmp I htmtives 1 For Consumers I FindPeoole 
_.._ ..___~._.,..I .I.I,. l,ll.l.l I...̂.... __ __ .... .. ... . 

Federal Communicahons Commission 
445 12th s m  sw 

Phone 1-888-CALLFCC (1-888-225-5322) 
TTY 1 -888-TELL-FCC (1-888-835-5322) 

- Web Policies & Pnvacv Statement 
- R e a u d  Browser Plue-ins 

Washington, DC 20554 Fax 1-866-418-0232 
More FCC Contact Informahon E-mail fccmfo@fcc ROV 

-Customer Service Standards 
- Freedom of Information Act 

4 o f 4  3/1 1i2004 3 59 PM 



$& 5 ,? REGULATORY FEES 
Federal Communications Commission FACT SHEET 
445 12m St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 July 2003 

WHAT YOU OWE - INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICE PROVIDERS (ITSPs) 

This Fact Sheer pertains to ITSPs, including Competitive Access Providers (CAPS) and 
Competitive Local Exchange Caii-iers (CLECs); incumbent local exchange carriers (local 
telephone operating companies)', interexchange carriers (long distance telephone companies); 
local resellers; OSPs (operator service providers that enable customers to make away-ffom-home 
calls and to place calls with altemahve billing arrangements); payphone service providers; 
prepaid card providers; private service providers; shared tenant service providers; toll resellers; 
and other local and other toll service providers. These categories are further described below. 

In its FY I996 Regulatory Fee Report and Order, the Commission amended its rule regarding the 
TRS Fund administrator to permit National Exchange Camer Association (NECA) to process 
regulatory fees on behalf of its pooling exchange carriers and to submit their consolidated fees to 
our lockbox bank in a smgle payment instrument. However, we remind enhties subject to 
regulatory fee payment that the regulatee, not an agent such as NECA, is responsible for ensuring 
that payment is made, and that there is a penalty for not submitting the entire fee in a timely manner. 

CAPKLEC: Competes with incumbent local exchange services or telecommunications services 
that link customers with interexchange facilities, local exchange networks, or other customers. 
Includes fured wireless service providers that are certified as local exchange service providers. 

ILEC: (Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier). Provides local exchange service. An ILEC generally 
is a carrier that was at one time fi.anchised as a monopoly service provider. See 47 U.S.C. 25 lm). 

IXC: (Interexchange Camer) Provides long distance telecommunications services, primarily 
through switches or circuits that it owns or leases. 

Local Reseller: Provides local exchange or fixed telecommunications services by reselling services 
of other carriers. 

OSP: Serves customers needmg operator assistance to complete calls, or needing alternate billing 
arrangements such as collect calling. 

' We will p e m t  the holding company of local exchange wriers to aggregate fee payments due by its 
operating cornparues and submit a single payment to cover the fee requirements of  its subsidiaries. 



Payphone Service Provider: (Also referred to as payphone aggregators). Provides customers 
access to telephone networks through payphone equipment, special teleconference rooms, etc. 

Prepaid Card Provider. Provides prepaid calling card services by selling prepaid calling cards to 
the public or to retailers Prepaid card providers typically resell the toll service of other carriers and 
determine the price of the service by semng the pnce of the card and controlling the number of 
minutes for which the card can be used. 

Toll Reseller: Provides long distance telecommunications services primarily by reselling the long 
distance telecommunications services of other carriers. 

Other Local and Other Toll Service Providers: Other providers of local exchange or toll 
services, including private service providers (which offer telecommunications services to others and 
includes companies that offer excess capacity on a private system that is used primarily for internal 
purposes) and shared tenant service providers (which manage or own multi-tenant locations that 
provide telecommunications services or facilities to tenants for a fee). 

Fee Payment Amount and Payment Type Code for ITSPs 

Fee Payment Amount: $0.00199 per revenue dollar 
Payment Type Code: 0372 

Form 159-W & Form 499-A 

Attached to this Fact Sheet is a FCC-prepared version of the Form 159-W using information that 
you had previously provided on Form 499-A. Your Form 499-A was due on April 1,2003. The 
enclosed FCC-prepared Form 159-W is based on the information in your Form 499-A, including 
any updates processed by July 1,2003 The enclosed FCC-prepared Form 159-W contains the 
critical information for Form 159 

If you agree with the dollar amounts on the enclosed FCC-prepared Form 159-W, you may sign 
it and submit it in lieu of your Foim 159 If the Applicant TIN, FRN-CORESID, or the company 
namdaddress information need to be filled in or corrected on your enclosed FCC-prepared Form 
159-W, you may do so, and still use that form in lieu of the Form 159. 

If you disagree with the dollar amounts or any other information on the enclosed FCC-prepared 
Form 159-W, you must complete the b l a q  Form 159-W attached to this notice and complete a 
Form 159, and then submit both the Form 159-W and the Form 159. Note that corrections to 
Form 159-W do not change or affect the validity of your previously-filed Form 499-A. 

Question 1. What is the Form 499-A Telccommunications Reporting Worksheet? 

As required under the Communications Act of 1934, as amended: the Commission has 
established, in a series of separate proceedings, procedures to finance interstate 
telecommunications relay services (TRS), universal service support mechanisms, administration 



of the North American Nuinbering Plan (NANPA), and shared costs of local number portability 
(LNF'A). To accomplish these Congressionally directed objectives, contributions are collected 
from all telecommunications carriers providing interstate telecommunications and certain other 
providers of telecommunications In 1999, the Commission amended its rules so that for the 
purpose of determining their contribution(s), contributors to these mechanisms need only file the 
Form 499-A Telecommunications Reporting Worksheet.' The Form 499-A is filed by interstate 
service providers each year on April 1 A copy of the form and instructions can be downloaded 
at httD://www.fcc.eov/fo~pa~e.html. 

Question 2. Which companies must file a Form 499-A? 

All providers of telecommunications within the United States, with very limited exceptions, must 
file a Form 499-A! For this purpose, the United States IS defined as the contiguous United 
States, Alaska, Hawaii, American Samoa, Baker Island, Guam, Howland Island, Jarvis Island, 
Johnston Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway Island, Navassa Island, the Northern Manana Islands, 
Palmyra, Puerto Rico, the U S. Virgin Islands, and Wake Island. As a general matter, each legal 
entity that provides interstate telecommunications services for a fee, including each affiliate or 
subsidiary of an entity, must complete separately and file a copy of the Form 499-A, The 
Commission, however, has adopted an exception to the separate legal entity requirement, which 
enables contributors meeting certain criteria to file the Form 499-A on a consolidated.basis. 

For purposes of determining whether an entity provides telecommunications, please note that the 
term "telecommunications" means the hmsmission, between or among points specified by the 
user, of information of the user's choosing, without change in the form or content of the 
information as sent and received. For the purpose of filing, the term "interstate 
telecommunications" includes, but IS not limited to, the following types of services: wireless 
telephony including cellular and persoual communications services (PCS); paging and messaging 
services; dispatch services; mobile radio services; operator services; access to interexchange 
service; special access; wide area telecommunications services (WATS); subscriber toll-free 
services; 900 services; message telephone services (MTS); private line; telex; telegmpk video 
services; satellite services; and, resale services. Note, for example, that all local exchange 
camers provide access services and, therefore, provide interstate telecommunications. 

Note also that entities must file this worksheet, and are subject to the universal service 
contribution requirement, if they offer interstate telecommunications for a fee to the public even 
if only a narrow or limited class of users could utilize the services. Included are entities that 
provide interstate telecommunications to entities other than themselves for a fee on a private, 
contractual basis. In addition, owners of pay telephones, sometimes referred to as "pay telephone 
aggregators," must file this worksheet Most telecommunications carriers must file this 

' 

' I998 Biennial Regularmy Review -- Stiramlined Contributor Reporting Requirementr As.wxiated with 
Administration of Telecomntunicarro,ls Relay Servrce?, North American Numbering Plan, Local Number Portability, 
and Univer.salService Support Mechomnis, CC Docket No. 98-171, Report and Order, 14 FCC Rcd 16602 (1999) 
(Contributor Reporting RequirEmmrs Ot-der) 

Section 254(d) applies not oiily to "eveiy telecommunications carner that provides interstate 
telewmmurucatlons service.\ " but also LO certain "other providers of mterstate telecommunications." 47 U.S.C 5 
254(d) (emphasis added) 
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worksheet even if they qualify for the de niininiis exemption under the Commission’s rules for 
universal service.’ 

Question 3. Should all Form 499-A filers also pay ITSP regulatory fees? 

No. Interstate service providers that have iiiobile service or satellite service revenues, but no 
interstate local revenues or iiiteibtate toll revenues, are exempt. Interstate service providers that 
provide service to only other caiiiers are exempt. Governmental entities are exempt. Carriers 
whose regulatory fee payinelit obligation would be less than $10 are exempt. However, the 
vast majority of Form 499-A fileis are required to pay ITSP regulatory fees. 

Question 4. Should a carrier make a regulatory fee payment if it has not f ied  a Form 499- 
A? 

Yes. If a telecommumcatioiis cainer provided interstate telecommunications services in 2002, 
then it should have filed a Foiin 499-A and must also pay the common carrier based regulatory 
fee. This form was due on April 1 ,  2003 and should have contained revenue information for 
calendar year 2002. Carriers who have not yet filed the Form 499-A should contact (973) 560- 
4400 in order to obtain a filing package and to be assigned a 6 digit Filer 499 ID number. If a 
camer has forgotten its Filer 499 ID (formerly referred to as the TRS Fund identification 
number) it may contact the Universal Service administrator at (973) 560-4400, or it may be able 
to find it in the Carrier Lotutor Iiztersiate Service Providers 
httD://~.fcc.eovlBureaus/Coiiiiiio~~ CarrierIReportsBCC-State Link/trs.html. 

Question 5. What type of revenues are reported on the Form 499-A? 

The Form 499-A requires filers to disclose all revenues, including revenues ftom non-regulated 
and non-telecommunicatioi~s services. Detailed information is provided for telecommunications 
services provided to other cailters, for telecommunications provided to end-users, and for other 
services. The detailed infoimatioii is used to classify revenues. Only certain revenues are 
subject to the ITSP regulatoiy fee 

Question 6. When calculating the lTSP regulatory fee, what kind of costs can be deducted 
from revenues that appear 011 Form 499-A? 

None. The ITSP regulatory fee is based 011 interstate and international end-user revenues for 
local and most toll services. Other types of revenues included on Form 499-A are excluded. 
Filers are not allowed to deduct any expeises from subject end-user revenues. 

I 

’ S e e  Federal-State Joi i i~  Boo, d 011 Uiiiveisol Serurce, 1998 Biennial Regulatory Review -Streamlined 
Contributor Reporting Requii-~mem.~ A,\ woorcd w r r h  Administration af Telecommunications Relay Seruice, North 
American Numbering Plan, LOLO/ Nutnhei Povrubilrrv, and Universal Service Support Mechanwm. 
Telecommunications Service7 ja r  Iudii~iduul.~ II  1117 tleanng and Speech Di.sabilities. and the American7 with 
Dzsabilitres Act of 1990. Admiirr.watio~i of the Novrh American Numbering Plan Cost Recovery Contribution Factor 
andFund Size, Number Resource O ~ ~ I I ~ ~ ~ X ~ I O I I ,  Telephone Number Portability, Truth-w-Billing and Billing Format, 
CC DocketNos. 96-45,98-171,90-571,92-237, 99-200.95-1 16,98-170, FurtberNotice of Proposed Rulemalung 
and Report and Order, 17 FCC Rcd 3752 (2002) 
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APPROVED BY OMB 
3060-0949 

FCC FORM 159-W 
INTERSTATE TELEPHONE SERVICE PROVIDER WORKSHEET 

I II II 
alendar Year 2002 Revenue lnfonnat~oi~ (show amounts in whole dollars) 

14994 Lme 409 (e) I 
bd-user interstate mobile service message charges includmg roaming charges hut I 7 I 

FCC FORM 159-W 
July 2003 
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APPROVED BY OMB 
3060-0949 

FCC NOTICE TO INDIVIDUALS REQUIRED BY TFlE PAPERWORK REDUCTION 
ACT 

The public reporting for this collection of infoimation IS estimated to average 15 minutes per 
response, including the time for reviewing ~nstmctions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaiiiing the required data, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. If you have any coininents on this burden estimate, or how we can improve the 
collection, please write to the Federal Communications Commission, AMD-PERM, Paperwork 
Reduction Project (3060-0949), Washington, DC 20554. We will also accept your comments via 
the Internet if you send them to jboley@fcc gov. PLEASE DO NOT SEND COMPLETED 
FORMS, TO THIS ADDRESS. 

You are not required to respond to a collection of information sponsored by the federal 
government, and the goveriiinent may not conduct or sponsor a collection, unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB conwol number This collection has been assigned an Oh4B control 
number of 3060-0949. 

THE FOREGOING NOTICE IS REQUIRED BY THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION 
ACT OF 1995, P.L. 104-13, OCTOBER 1,1995,44 U.S.C. SECTION 3507. 

FCC FORM 159-W 
July 2003 



Special Instructions for Completing FCC Forms 159 & 1594 

In addition to the general Fonn 159 filing instructions in the FY 2003 Regulatoiy Fees Public 
Notice, the following mformation applies specifically to ITSP regulates: 

Block (9) - Teleuhone Number. 
9 Enter the contact name aiid telephone number of the specific individual responsible for 

submitting the payment aiid suppoiting Form 159 and Form 159-C. 

Block (1 1) - PAYER FRN: 
9 Enter the fee payer's FRN number. 

Block (21) -APPLICANT FRN: 
9 If different from payer, enter the applicant's FRN number. 

Block (23A) - FCC CALL SIGNIOTHER ID: 
9 ITSPs should enter their Filer 499 ID number (Form 499-A, Line 101). 

Block (24A) - PAYMENT TYPE CODE. 
9 Enter 0372 when paying for an ITSP regulatory fee ($0.00199 per revenue dollar). 

Block (25A) - QUANTITY: 
9 First complete Blocks 28A (FCC CODE 1) and 29A (FCC CODE 2) on the Form 159 (see 

instructions below). 

9 ITSPs should subtract the amount in Block 29A (FCC CODE 2) from the amount in Block 
28A (FCC CODE 1) and enter the Telecommunications Reporting Worksheet end user 
revenue. This should be the same as Line 14 of the Form 159-W. 

Block (27A) - TOTAL FEE 
k For ITSP regulatory fees (payment type code 0372). multiply the amount in Block 25A 

(Quantify) by $0.00199. This amount should be the same as Line 16 ofthe Form 159-W. 
Enter exact dollars and cents; do not round. 

Block (28A) - FCC CODE 1. 
9 For ITSP regulatory fees (payment type code 0372), enter the total end-user revenues. This 

amount should be the same as Line 4 of the Form 159-W. Enter exact dollars end cents; 
do not round. 

Block (29A) - FCC CODE 2: 
9 For ITSP regulatory fees (payment type code 0372). the amount entered in Block 29-A 

should be thi sameas theamount od Line 13 of thekorm 159-W. This amount is excluded 
from the interstate and inteinational end-user revenues that are used to calculate the 
telephone service provider fee. Exclusions are limited to: 

9 
9 
9 

9 

Interstate and international end-user revenues h m  mobile services; 
Interstate and intematlonal end-user revenues from satellite services; 
Interstate and international end-user revenues from services provided to resellers that 
do not contribute to USF; and 
Any surcharges levied on the interstate and lntemational end-user revenues from the 
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above revenues (1.e. mobile services, satelhte services, and services provided to 
resellers that do not contribute to USF). 

Block (30) -CERTIFICATION. 
> Provide the printed name and signature of an individual ownedlicensee or officer attesting 

to the accuracy and coinpleteness ofthe information supplied. 

Please include a daytime telephone number so that we can contact you if questions arise 
regarding your payment. 

- FCC - 
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